Figure 41. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, south and east
elevations.

Figure 42. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, west elevation.
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Figure 43. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, north and west elevations.

Figure 44. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, north
and east elevations.
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Figure 45. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, cornice below
cantilevered section of Tower depicting brackets and molding.

Figure 46. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, east elevation
Boat Room doorways (D105 and D106).
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Figure 47. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, east elevation Tower
window opening (W201) depicting historic molding.

Figure 48. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, west elevation
dormer window openings (W207 and W208).

93

Interior Elements

Plan
As previously described, the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station essentially has three
building components, which consist of the Tower, Main Block, and Boat Room. The same
configuration that is evident from the exterior is also reflected in the interior plan. In the
following sections the rooms, doorways and window openings are designated by numbers
assigned for this project (figs. 22, 23, & 24). The room descriptions will include the current
use of the room and the historic use. The window descriptions will include interior trim but
not necessarily sash types since those were discussed in the previous window schedules.
The interior of the Tower has one square room at each level and contains the staircase of the
station. The Tower has four stories and the top story contains the lookout station.
The interior of the Main Block has six rectangular rooms of varying size and function. The
rooms on the first story are used for visitor services including exhibit rooms and bathrooms.
The second story of the Main Block has five rooms that are used by staff as offices,
bathrooms, and storage.
The interior of the Boat Room has only one story that consists of a large open room. It is a
rectangular room that is currently used for exhibits, visitor contact desk, and merchandise
display and sales.

Basement
A full basement was constructed beneath the Main Block of the station in 1909. It has had
few alterations since then and has excellent historic integrity. The Boat Room and the Tower
are supported by concrete foundation walls with crawl spaces underneath.
The Main Block basement is one room with a concrete floor and concrete walls. The ceiling
of the basement is open to the first story framing and subflooring. The brick chimney for the
station is located near the center of the room and a boiler connected to it is situated east of
the chimney stack.
The basement is accessed from the first story via an open staircase descending from the
staircase closet (Room 104a). The opening in the south wall to the exterior bulkhead is 4 feet
2 inches wide. The bulkhead has concrete walls below grade and has six open steps. An
opening in the north wall that is 3 feet 2 inches wide and 3 feet 2½ inches high provides access
to the Boat Room crawl space. The crawl space opening has a small door constructed with 2inch by 4-inch framing, tongue-and-groove boards, and a screened opening.
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First Story
Room 101
General Description
Room 101 has had minor alterations to the walls and ceiling and overall retains good historic
integrity. It is essentially a square room that measures 9 feet 3 ½ inches north-south by 9 feet
7 inches east-west. It is the Staircase Hallway for the building and contains the only interior
staircase to the upper stories. The room was probably the formal entrance to the life-saving
station. The west wall of the room has a doorway that connects the Tower and the Main
Block. A winding staircase on the north wall leads to the second story and the area beneath
the staircase was enclosed to make a closet (Room 101a).

Floor
The floor is constructed with 2½-inch wide tongue-and-groove boards that are only exposed
in the closet (Room 101a). The wood floor in the Staircase Hall is covered with gray wall-towall carpet. A metal strip is installed at the threshold of the exterior doorway (D101).

Walls
The east, south, and west walls have 4¾-inch high baseboards with a 1-inch high cap. The
baseboard cap has a cyma recta with half-round profile. Single-beaded matchboard
wainscoting is installed above the baseboard. A 1¾-inch wide molding with an elongated
quarter-round cap is set above the wainscoting. The baseboard stops at the first stair but the
wainscoting continues at an angle up the staircase to the second story (fig. 49). The
baseboard, wainscoting, and wainscot cap also continue in the closet (Room 101a) beneath
the staircase. The woodwork in the Stair Hall is painted gray.
The wall that encloses closet 101a is constructed with tongue-and-groove vertical boards
with a complex molding profile. The molding profile consists of a half-round, cove, halfround, bevel, quirked bead, and bevel and is not evident on other interior elements. Paint
evidence suggested that the wall was installed by the USCG in circa 1935. The woodwork in
the closet retains an earlier light blue paint color.
The walls above the woodwork are plastered. In some areas the plaster has been repaired or
replaced with skim-coated sheet rock. In the areas that have older plaster finishes the plaster
has a rougher finish than the more recent skim-coated surfaces. The walls are painted white.

Ceiling
The ceiling is currently covered with skim-coated sheet rock. This is a more recent ceiling
that probably covers the original ceiling that had exposed joist and tongue-and-groove floor
boards of the second story. A light fixture is installed in the center of the ceiling. The ceiling
is also painted white.
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Doorways
D101 is the doorway from the front porch located on the south wall of Room 101 (fig. 50).
The doorway architrave is typical of the historic interior doorways elements. The architrave
is 5 inches wide and is channeled with two grooves running the length of the trim. The upper
corners of the architrave have corner blocks with incised bull’s-eye designs and the bottoms
of the side trim have plinth blocks with a beveled top edge. Like the other woodwork in the
room, the doorway trim is painted gray.
As previously described, the door is a raised panel door with six panels arranged in pairs in a
vertical pattern. The top two panels are glazed, over two long rectangular panels, over two
short rectangular panels. The door is hinged on the east jamb and opens in to Room 101.
The brass plated hinges and locking-knob are replacement hardware but there is evidence of
the earlier hardware that appears to have been roughly in the same locations. The interior of
the door is painted gray.
D108 is a wide doorway connecting the Tower to the Main Block. The doorway leads to a
hallway (Room 102), which has doorways to the rest of the Main Block and the Boat Room.
The doorway opening is 4 feet wide by 8 feet 2¾ inches high, which matches the height of
other interior doorways that have transom sash. The architrave of D108 has the same
elements and profile as D101 and appears to be original. There is no door in D108. The
doorway is currently painted gray.
The doorway to the closet beneath the staircase (Room 101a) is not framed with any trim but
is simply cut into the wall enclosing the closet. The door is constructed from the same
molded tongue-and-groove boards as the wall enclosing the closet. The boards are secured
to battens and the door is hinged on the west side with two strap hinges and has a hasp on the
east side to secure it.

Window Openings
W101 is a double window in the east wall of Room 101 (fig. 49). The casing on the north and
south sides of the window is 5½-inch wide plain boards, which appears to be replacement
material. The north side of the window is cut into the wainscoting that slopes up the east wall
following the staircase. The upper corner blocks and lintel trim retain the typical historic
window elements. The window sill extends the entire length of the double window and has a
cyma recta profile at the edge. An apron below the sill is cut off where it meets the sloping
wainscoting. The window trim and sashes are painted gray.

Staircase
The staircase to the second story was previously described and has not been significantly
altered. It begins at the midpoint of the east wall and winds around to the north wall and
ends on the west wall at the second-story hallway (Room 201).
The staircase is entirely constructed with wooden elements and follows the design of the
Duluth-type station plans (fig. 49 and Appendix A, drawing No. 9). The first-story newel post
is 5½-inches square and the intermediate newel posts at the winders are 4¾-inches square.
The staircase has 1⅛-inch diameter plain round balusters below a molded railing that has a
bulbous top. There are three balusters for each tread except for those treads adjacent to a
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newel. The front edges of the treads have a bull-nose and a cyma recta molding is installed
below the lip of the tread where it meets the riser. In some cases the molding has been
replaced with quarter-round trim. The staircase currently has black vinyl covers tacked to
the treads. The staircase is painted gray to match the other woodwork in the Staircase
Hallway.

Room 102
General Description
Room 102 has had few alterations and therefore retains excellent integrity. It is a small
rectangular hallway that leads to other rooms in the Main Block and the Boat Room. The
plans for the Duluth-type station label this room as part of the “Staircase Hallway” but it
functions as a separate hallway and is part of the Main Block verses the Tower. The room is
essentially a passage between the Boat Room and the exhibits in the Main Block. There is
also access to the Women’s Restroom (Room 103) from this hallway.

Floors
The floors are currently covered with wall-to-wall carpet. Presumably there are tongue-andgroove floor boards beneath the carpet but they were not accessible during the physical
investigation.

Walls
The lower walls are covered with a baseboard, wainscoting and wainscot cap. The baseboard
and wainscoting are the same design as those elements in Room 101. The wainscot cap is
slightly different; it is a 1¼-inch wide plain board with a ¾-inch cap. The cap has an
elongated cyma recta profile that is different from the quarter-round cap in Room 101. The
woodwork is painted gray in keeping with the Staircase Hall.
The walls above the wainscoting are plastered with a rough finish. A cornice is installed at
the top of the wall. The lower edge of the cornice is a quarter-round and cove molding runs
along the juncture of the wall and ceiling. The cornice was added when the coffered ceiling
was installed. The plaster walls and cornice are painted white.
A peg board for hanging coats is attached mid-way up the east wall and a two-peg is attached
to the south wall between the doorway and the east wall. Both peg boards are painted white
to match the plaster walls.

Ceiling
The extant ceiling is a shallow coffered ceiling with eight square panels. The coffers are
framed with 3-inch wide plain boards with quarter-round edges. The panels of the coffered
ceiling are wooden. Paint analysis determined that the ceiling is a replacement and probably
covers the original ceiling elements extant in other Duluth-type stations including the Old
Harbor Life-Saving Station. The ceiling is currently painted white.
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Doorways
D107 is located in the north wall of Room 102 and connects the Main Block and the Boat
Room. The doorway surround is constructed with 5-inch wide channeled trim and has 5inch square bull’s-eye corner blocks typical of the historic doorway trim in the building.
Presently there is no door in this opening but the historic plans show that a door was hinged
on the west side of the opening and opened into the hallway (Room 102).
D108 connects Rooms 101 and 102, and was previously described. The doorway surround in
Room 102 is the same molded elements typical of the historic doorways.
D109 is on the west wall and currently opens into the Women’s restroom (Room 103). The
doorway is 8 feet 3½ inches high and includes a transom window. The doorway architrave
incorporates the transom and is the same style as the other historic doorway elements. The
horizontal bar between the door opening and the transom is 2½ inches wide and is molded
with three beads running the width of the doorway. The transom currently has single panel
of plexi-glass that replaced the original transom sash. Though there are no extant transom
sash on the first story of the station; they were probably three-light sashes that were hinged at
the top like the extant transom sash at the Old Harbor Life-Saving Station.
D109 has a five panel (two-one-two) wood door that is hinged on the south side of the
opening. The door is hung on two butt hinges and has an automatic closer. The door has a
rusted knob on a back plate with a keyhole. There is evidence on the door jamb that a door
was hung on the north side of the doorway at some time. The same doorway in the Old
Harbor Life-Saving Station is hung on the same side as the current door D109. However the
Duluth-type station plans do not show a door in this opening so the original configuration is
not known.
Located on the south wall of Room 102, D110 leads to the former Mess Room (fig. 51). Like
D109 the doorway incorporates a transom window and is trimmed with the typical historic
surround on the hallway side. The transom sash has been removed and the space has been
filled with gypsum board. Presently there is no door in D110 but the physical evidence
indicates that the door was hung on the east jamb and opened in to Room 104.
All of the doorway woodwork in Room 102 is currently painted gray to match other wood
work in Room 102 and Room 101.

Utilities
A radiator is installed on the west wall of Room 102 near the northwest corner. It appears to
date from the installation of the hot water heating system in 1929. The radiator is covered
with a wooden box with vertical slats on the front. The cover is painted gray to match the
other woodwork. There is a heating pipe in the southeast corner of the room.
A handicapped accessible water fountain is mounted on the wainscoting of the west wall
north of D109. The fountain was installed by the NPS in 2004 and replaced an earlier
fountain. Paint lines on the wainscoting indicate where the earlier fountain had been
mounted on this wall.
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Room 103
General Description
Room 103 is a small rectangular room that currently serves as the Women’s Restroom for the
Visitor Center. The room was originally the station Keeper’s Office and had a doorway to the
Keeper’s Room as well as the extant doorway (D109) from the hallway. When the room was
renovated as a restroom the doorway to the Keeper’s Room was blocked off and a small
storage closet was constructed in the southwest corner of the room. Due to these
renovations the room retains fair integrity. However, some historic elements are preserved
under modern materials and could be rehabilitated.

Floors
The existing floor is ceramic tile, which was installed over plywood that covers and preserves
the historic wood floor. Holes are cut in to the floor for the plumbing supply lines and waste
lines.

Walls
The lower portions of the walls are tiled and gypsum board is installed on the upper portions
of the walls. The walls of the closet are sheet rock as well but are not full height walls. A
coved molding is installed along the cornice of the room. The wall tiles are light gray and the
sheet rock is painted beige.

Ceiling
The ceiling is constructed with gypsum board that has been painted white. There is a double
florescent fixture and a vent fan in the ceiling.

Doorways
D109 on the east wall of the room leads to the hallway. The doorway appears to be the only
element that retains some historic material. The doorway surround is typical of the historic
doorways and includes a transom light. The door as previously described, has five raised
panels and is also similar to the historic door style.
The doorway to the closet has a molded surround and a hollow-core wooden door.

Utilities
The restroom is equipped with two toilets along the west wall that are enclosed by partial
partitions. One sink is installed on the east wall of the restroom.
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Room 104
General Description
Room 104 is a large rectangular room that was renovated to house exhibits about the natural
environs of Sandy Hook. The main part of the room was originally the Mess Room for the
station and at the south end of the current room was a separate room that was the Storm
Clothes Room. When the building was renovated as a museum space the partition wall for
the Storm Clothes Room was torn down and the existing room configuration was established
(fig. 52). Room 104 has access to the front porch, two rooms on the west side of the Main
Block (Room 105 and Room 107) and the hallway (Room 102), as well as the basement
staircase (Room 104a). Due to the renovation of the room, removal of the south partition
wall, replacement of the wall materials, and replacement of the window sashes the room has
fair historic integrity.

Floors
The floors in Room 104 are covered with wall-to-wall carpet. The floor below that is
presumably wood-strip flooring that was historically used the building. Holes for the heating
system are cut in to the floor near the south wall.

Walls
The walls in Room 104 were covered with gypsum board during the renovation of the room.
The baseboard is a 3-inch wide plain board with a quarter-round at the top edge and is
installed along the perimeter of the room. A coved cornice molding is installed at the top of
the wall and exhibit display cases are installed on the east, west and north walls of the room.
The chimney stack is located on the west wall and jogs into the room. The chimney stack is
concealed behind gypsum board. The walls and woodwork in Room 104 are painted an offwhite color.

Ceiling
Room 104 has a gypsum board ceiling that is painted white. A fluorescent fixture is installed
in the center of the ceiling and a smoke alarm is placed near the doorway to Room 105
(D112).

Doorways
The east elevation exterior doorway (D102) originally opened into the Storm Clothes Room.
The interior doorway surround is a narrow plain trim that was installed during the
renovations. The addition of a layer of gypsum board on the east wall made the doorway and
window openings deeper and necessitated the installation of new trim for those openings.
This is especially evident in D102 where part of the earlier trim is visible within the doorway.
The doorway has a six panel door hinged on the south jamb as previously described.
The surrounds on all interior doors in Room 104 (D110, D111, D112, and D115) are
constructed with 3½-inch wide plain trim with rounded inside edges. Of those doorways
D110 and D112 are original openings and would have been constructed with the historic
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doorway surrounds extant in other first-story rooms. The doorway surrounds are painted
the same off-white as the walls.
D110 is an original opening that lead from the hallway (Room 102) to the Mess Room. It was
originally constructed with a transom that is extant on the Room 102 side of the doorway but
covered by gypsum board on the Room 104 side.
D111 leads to the basement staircase closet (Room 104a). The doorway surround on the east
side of the doorway wraps around the corner of the partition wall. When the present
doorway was installed is not known. The basement staircase was installed in 1909 and at that
time the doorway to Room 104a was in the east wall of the Kitchen (Room 105). The current
doorway was probably installed when the rooms were renovated in the 1960s. The door is a
five panel door that paint analysis indicates is a historic door that was apparently reused in
this doorway. The door is hung on two butt hinges with ball finials and has a black knob with
a cross design and a back plate with a keyhole.
D112 is an original opening between the Mess Room (Room 104) and the Kitchen (Room
105). The doorway was altered during renovations and does not retain the original transom
or surround. There is currently no door in D112.
D115 was cut through the west wall of Room 104 north of the chimney stack. The doorway
connects Room 104 and Room 107, which was formerly the Keeper’s Room. The doorway is
framed with modern material and there is no door in the opening.

Window Openings
W102 and W103 are located on the east wall of Room 104 and open to the front porch. The
interior window surrounds are constructed with the same plain boards as the doorway
surrounds in this room. The current window sashes were built to replicate the historic sash.
W104 and W105 are on the south wall of Room 104 in the area that was formerly the Storm
Clothes Room. As previously discussed, these two window openings replaced the original
window. The current window opening has double-hung one-over-one sashes. The interior
window surrounds are the same plain board surround found on the doorways and on W102
and W103. The same trim is installed as an apron below the window sills. The front edges of
the window sills on both of these windows have a cyma reversa profile.

Utilities
There are two cast iron radiators along the south wall and one on the east wall of Room 104.
They are connected to the hot-water heating system and have wooden covers with slats in the
front. The plans of the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station from 1928 (fig. 26) when the
heating system was installed indicate that there were two radiators along the east wall of the
Mess Room and one along the north wall of the Storm Clothes Room (both the wall and the
radiator were removed). The two south wall radiators were not in the 1928 plans and they
were probably moved during renovations to make room for the display cases.
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Room 104a
General Description
Room 104a is a rectangular staircase closet that was partitioned from the Storm Clothes
Room when the basement staircase was constructed in 1909. Though the staircase has been
altered since then, the partitions were not significantly altered and the room retains good
integrity. This small room is the only space on the first floor that retains certain historic
elements that were original to the building.

Floors and Staircase
On the south side of Room 104a is a patch of floor that probably dates from the 1909
alterations. It is a tongue-and-groove floor and is below the level of the other first-story
floors; indicating that it was the first step down in the original configuration of the basement
staircase. Indeed there is evidence of the original flooring that was cut off at the south wall.
The existing patch of floor has a narrow piece of trim along the base of the south wall.
The current staircase leads from the north side of the room down to the basement level. It is
a steep staircase with wooden treads and open risers. The staircase is entirely constructed
with wood and has a railing along the east side.

Walls
Each wall in Room 104a has different characteristics. The east wall is the partition wall
erected when the staircase was first constructed. It is constructed with bead-jointed vertical
tongue-and-groove boards with a center reed. The boards extend to the ceiling and below
the floor level. Remnants of earlier electrical wiring are attached to this wall and may
represent the wiring installed in the 1920s. The wall is currently painted off-white.
The south wall has a small window opening that was installed when the staircase was
constructed. Wainscoting extends from below the window trim to the level of the original
floor boards (the floor boards were cut off when the staircase was first constructed). The
physical evidence suggests that the wainscoting was original to the Storm Clothes Room and
it matches other extant historic wainscoting in the station. A joist along the south wall is now
exposed between the original floor level and the current floor level. The wall above the
window opening is plastered with a rough finish and painted off-white. At the top of the wall
the second story floor joist is exposed. Since this is an exterior wall the joist is actually a false
joist that is attached to the south elevation girt. It was installed as part of the original
construction to match the other exposed 2-inch by 10-inch joists in the ceiling (see the
previous section “Original Appearance”). The bottom edge of the joist is trimmed with a
narrow cyma-reversa molding and the cornice has a larger cyma-reversa molding.
The west wall of Room 104a was originally the west wall of the Storm Clothes Room. The
lower portion of the wall is covered with wainscoting that is typical of the historic material.
The upper portion is plastered with a rough texture and currently painted off-white. A cymareversa molding is installed at the cornice. A patch in the plaster at the south end of the wall
indicates where the doorway from the Kitchen to the basement staircase was initially located.
A baseboard is installed below the wainscoting. The baseboard extends below the level of the
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first-story floor indicating that it was installed when the staircase was first constructed.
The lower half of the north wall houses the doorway (D111) from Room 104 to Room 104a.
The wall above the doorway is plastered to the ceiling where a cyma-reversa molding forms
the cornice. The plaster all and the cornice molding are roughly cut off at the juncture of the
north wall and the east partition wall indicating that those elements were part of the original
Storm Clothes Room. A narrow 2-inch by 4-inch shelf is installed above the doorway and
may have been added for additional support. Like the rest of the room, this wall is currently
painted off-white.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 104a is the only first story ceiling in the main block that retains original
elements (fig. 53). It is constructed with exposed second-story floor joists that run east-west
and exposed second-story subflooring that runs north-south. The subflooring is constructed
with bead-jointed tongue-and-groove random-width boards that were typical of the original
first story ceilings. As previously described, the north, south and west edges of the ceiling
where it meets the plaster walls have a molded cornice with a cyma-recta profile. In the
Duluth-type plans and other extant Duluth-type stations the cyma-recta molding was also
installed along the edge of the joist where it joined the subflooring. That molding is not
extant in Room 104a and may not have been installed in the original Storm Clothes Room. A
narrower cyma-reversa molding is installed along the edges of the joist where they meet the
west wall. The same moldings were not evident at the juncture of the ceiling and the east wall
indicating that the moldings were original elements. The exposed ceiling elements in Room
104a were typical of all first story ceilings in the plans for the Duluth-type Life-Saving Station
and in other extant Duluth-type stations. The extant materials in Room 104a could be used
to replicate missing features in the other first-story rooms.

Doorways
As previously described, D111 leads from Room 104 to the basement staircase closet. This
doorway was probably constructed when Rooms 104 and 105 were renovated. In Room 104a
the doorway is trimmed with channeled-board surround and bull’s-eye corner blocks that
were typical of the historic trim and were apparently reused in this location. The east edge of
the door surround is cut off so that it will fit on the narrow wall.

Window Openings
W106 in an awning window that was added to the south elevation when the basement
staircase was first installed. The interior of the window opening is trimmed with the same
surround that was used on the original window openings for the station. The apron below
the sill is constructed with a piece of the side trim that has been cut in half. The apron was
probably installed to cover the gap between the bottom of the window opening and the
wainscoting and was not typical of the original window openings.
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Room 105
General Description
The present configuration of Room 105 combines the former Kitchen and Pantry of the
station into one large room. The Kitchen occupied the largest area and the Pantry was in the
smaller space on the west side of the current room. The partition wall between the Kitchen
and the Pantry was removed during renovations to create a larger room for the exhibit space
(fig. 54). Room 105 has access to the former Mess Room (Room 104) and the Back Entry
Hallway (Room 106). In its present configuration the room has fair integrity.

Floors
The floors in Room 105 are covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. The wood strip floor
probably survives below the carpet but the condition is not known. There are holes in the
floor near the south wall for the heating system. Presumably there is a scar on the floor
where the partition for the Pantry was removed.

Walls
The walls in Room 105 were refinished when the room was renovated. The walls were
covered with gypsum board and a plaster skim coat and the wall south and west walls in the
former Pantry were covered with an additional layer of gypsum board. The walls have a 3
inch wide plain baseboard with a quarter-round top edge. There is no cornice trim on the
outer walls of Room 105. The location of the former partition wall between the Kitchen and
Pantry is indicated by trim on the south wall and a header that spans the length of the former
partition. The header is boxed with plain wood trim that has a cove molding at the cornice.
The north corner where the partition wall ended is trimmed with plain vertical boards. The
chimney stack is situated in the northeast corner of the room and is covered with gypsum
board. The walls and woodwork in Room 105 are all currently painted the same off-white
color.
Room 105 has exhibit panels and displays along a portion of every wall. The exhibits are free
standing and are not anchored to the walls.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 105 is currently covered with gypsum board and painted white. There is
a fluorescent light fixture in the center of the main area of the room and also in the center of
the ceiling of the former Pantry. The present ceiling probably covers the original ceiling with
exposed joists and trim but the condition of the historic ceiling is not known.

Doorways
D112 is an original doorway that connected the Kitchen (Room 105) with the Mess Room
(Room 104). The existing doorway has a plain board surround that is 4½ inches wide. There
is no door in the opening but the historic plans indicate that the door was hinged on the
south jamb and opened into Room 105.
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D113 leads from Room 105 to the Back Entry Hallway (Room 106) and is also an original
opening. The doorway is trimmed with 4½ inch wide surround that has a quarter-round on
the outer edge. The doorstop in D113, which was centered on the door jamb, was removed
during renovations. The 6-inch wooden threshold is one of the few interior thresholds
remaining on the first story; others have been removed or carpeted over. There is no door in
the doorway but the original door was hung on the north jamb and opened into Room 105.

Window Openings
W107 is an original opening on the south elevation of the station. The interior of the window
opening is trimmed with 4½-inch wide plain boards with a rounded outer edge. The same
trim is installed as an apron below the window sill. The top sash has two vertical lights that
are separated by a 1¼-inch wide muntin with quarter round profiles on both edges.
The original window opening for the Pantry (W108) is extant but the interior elements have
been replaced (fig. 54). The interior of the window opening is surrounded on all sides with
4½-inch wide plain boards. W108 currently has a single-fixed sash held in place with interior
quarter-round trim.

Utilities
There is a radiator on the south wall below W107. The radiator has a wooden cover with slats
in the front.

Room 106
General Description
Room 106 is the Back Entry Hall and has access to the former Kitchen (Room 105) and the
former Keeper’s Room (Room 107). It is a small square room, which retains some of its
original building materials and has good historic integrity.

Floors
The floors are currently covered with wall-to-wall carpet but were originally wood strip
floors. The historic floor boards are probably intact under the carpet.

Walls
The north, east and west walls are predominantly filled with the respective doorways. On
those three walls a narrow section of match-board wainscoting, with a baseboard and a cap,
is installed on either side of the doorway. The walls above the wainscoting and the doorways
are rough-textured plaster. The south wall also has wainscoting on the lower portion and
plaster above that. There are two sets of wooden pegs attached to the south wall plaster. At
the top of all of the walls is a plain wooden cornice similar to the cornice in Room 102.
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Ceiling
The ceiling in the Back Entry Hall (Room 106) is similar to the one in Room 102. It is a
shallow coffered ceiling with four square panels. The coffers are framed with 3 inch wide
plain boards with quarter-round edges. The panels of the coffered ceiling are wooden and all
elements of the ceiling are presently painted white.

Doorways
All three doorways in Room 106 retain historic elements. D103 leads to the enclosed porch
and was originally an exterior doorway. The interior architrave of the doorway is
constructed with channeled boards on the sides and top and bull’s-eye corner blocks. As
previously, described the door in D103 is a six panel door that appears to be historic. The
door locks on the north side and has a brass door knob with a back plate; above that is a
dead-bolt lock. Both of these pieces of hardware appear to be replacements but it is not
known when they were installed.
On the Room 106 side of D113 the historic architrave that matched the other historic
doorway elements in the building has been retained.
D114 was originally the doorway from the Back Entry Hall to the Keeper’s Room (Room
107). The doorway has a transom that was block off when the building was renovated. The
architrave on the Room 106 side of the room is constructed with the typical historic doorway
elements. The wooden threshold is covered with a piece of metal. D114 has five-panel door
that matches the doors specified for the Duluth-type station appears to be historic. The door
is hung on the west side and opens in to Room 107. The door currently has a replacement
brass knob set.

Room 107
General Description
Room 107 is a rectangular room that was originally the Keeper’s Room. The room was
extensively altered during renovations but retains some original elements and has fair
integrity. The Keeper’s Room originally had an arched doorway to the Office (Room 103)
that created a suite for the Keeper of the station. This opening was closed off to
accommodate the addition of restroom facilities for the building (Room 103). In addition the
original north wall and closet were removed and a new wall was constructed approximately
two feet south of the original to allow for the Men’s restroom (Room 108). A doorway
connecting Room 107 to Room 105 was added in the south wall near the southeast corner of
the room. The chimney of the Main Block occupies the southeast corner of the room and
originally there was an opening in the chimney for a heating stove.
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Floors
The floors are currently covered with wall-to-wall carpeting that is probably installed over
wood-strip flooring. The flooring was altered at the original north end of the room when the
existing north wall was built for the restroom (Room 108). Holes for the hot water heating
system were cut into the floor near the west wall.

Walls
All of the walls have a smooth plaster finish that appears to date from the renovations.
Throughout the building and in other Duluth-type stations the historic plaster walls were
finished with a rough-texture. Since all of the extant wall surfaces in Room 107 are smooth it
appears that the original materials were either removed or covered over. As previously
described, the north wall was constructed more recently. All historic trim in Room 107 was
removed and there is currently a 3 inch wide plain baseboard on the south wall but no trim
on the other walls except for the doorway and window opening trim.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 107 was also installed during more recent renovations. It is a gypsum
board ceiling with a plaster skim coat. There is a ceiling fan in the center of the ceiling.

Doorways
As previously described, D114 connects Rooms 106 and 107 and is an original opening. The
architrave on the Room 107 side of the doorway is constructed with plain boards that were
installed during renovations. The transom of D114 is covered with wallboard in Room 107
and is not evident from that side of the doorway. The five panel door is hung on the west
jamb using butt hinges with ball finials. The knob appears to be a replacement but paint
evidence suggests the door is original to the building.
D115 is not an original opening and was apparently constructed when the building was
renovated. The Room 107 side of the doorway is trimmed with plain boards and there is no
threshold. Currently there is no door in this doorway.

Window Openings
W109 is located in the west wall of Room 107 and is an original window opening. The
exterior paint evidence indicates that the window retains its original sashes but the paint on
the interior surfaces of the sashes was apparently removed during renovations. The lower
sash has handles on the bottom rail and is hung with chains. The interior window opening
trim is constructed with plain boards that were installed during renovations. The window sill
has a rounded nose and there is a plain apron installed below the sill.

Utilities
The room is heated by a single hot-water radiator installed along the west wall under W109.
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Room 108
General Description
Room 108 is currently the Men’s Restroom, which was constructed in the location of two
former closets; one closet served the Keeper’s Room (Room 107) and one was for the Boat
Room (Room 109). As previously described the wall separating Rooms 108 and 107 was
removed when the restroom was constructed and a new partition was constructed south of
the original wall location. The current narrow rectangular room configuration was not part
of the original structure and has poor historic integrity.

Floors
The floors are currently covered with ceramic tile. The extant tile may have been installed
over the original wood floor but it is more likely that the wood floor was removed down to
the subflooring when the tiles were installed.

Walls
The walls are covered with ceramic tiles up to 6 feet 11 inches above the floor and then
transition to wallboard, which is painted yellow. There is one toilet stall constructed with
metal partition walls.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 108 was replaced during the installation of the restroom and is
constructed with gypsum board. There are two florescent light fixtures installed in the
ceiling and a vent fan with a light.

Doorways
D116 connects Room 108 with the Boat Room (Room 109). There was a doorway to the
original Boat Room closet in this section of the wall but that doorway was removed and the
current doorway was constructed west of the original location when the restroom was
installed. The doorway trim on the Room 108 side is constructed with plain boards. The
doorway has a hollow-core wood door with a brass plated knob and is hung on the west
jamb. A spring is attached to the top of the door to serve as a closing mechanism.

Window Openings
On the west wall W110 was probably installed when the restroom was added. The profile on
the stiles and rails of the single light sashes is an elongated quarter round with a fillet that
copies the original sash profiles. The interior window opening trim is 3½ inches wide and
constructed with plain boards.
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Room 109
General Description
Room 109 is the original Boat Room for the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station and
retains excellent historic integrity (figs. 55 & 56). It is a large rectangular room framed with
large timbers and has exposed posts. The center posts divide the room length wise (north to
south) into two bays. The room has window openings on the north and west walls and two
large doorways on the east elevation. Access to the Main Block of the life-saving station is
through a doorway on the south wall of the room (D107). There is a small utility closet in the
northeast corner of the room and a reception desk in the center of the third bay from the
east. The room is currently used to interpret the history of Life-Saving Service nationally and
at Spermaceti Cove. There is also a section for merchandise at the east end of the room.

Floors
The floors are currently covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. A portion of the early floor is
exposed in the northeast utility closet. That floor is constructed with 2½-inch wide tongueand-groove boards that run north to south. The wood floor appears to be laid on a subfloor
constructed with random width tongue-and-groove boards, which may have been the
historic Boat Room floor.

Walls
The north, west, and east walls are constructed with 3½-inch wide tongue-and-groove
boards with edge beads and center reeds that were apparently added in ca. 1930. The south
wall is constructed with clapboards with a 4½ inch exposure that are original to the station.
On the south wall a portion of the timbers for the three interior framing bents are exposed.
On the north wall the timbers of the same three interior bents are cased with tongue-andgroove boards. Portions of the wall materials at the west end of the north wall were added
when the current doorway was installed. Like wise some of the clapboards on the south wall
were replaced during renovations for the restroom. Also an interior window opening on the
south wall between the Boat Room and the Office was covered over (fig. 36). The north and
west walls have a plain quarter-round cornice molding and the east wall has a heavier
elongated quarter-round cornice molding. The lower portions of all elevations are currently
painted gray and above the chair rail level the walls are painted white.

Ceiling
The ceiling is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards running east to west that are
currently painted white. The physical building evidence suggests that the ceiling of the Boat
Room was originally open to the roof framing. Paint evidence suggests that the existing
ceiling was installed during the Coast Guard’s use of the building in circa 1930. There is a
row of porcelain utility lights on both the north and south sides of the room. A hatch to the
loft is cut in to the ceiling over the second bay from the east.

109

Doorways
D104 is in the location of an original doorway that was altered to serve as a visitor entrance.
The original doorway was a wide opening that was used to access the stations apparatus cart.
The existing doorway was installed by the NPS in the 1970s and is a 3-foot wide doorway that
houses a wood door with 6 lights over 2 panels. The interior of the doorway is trimmed with
4-inch wide plain boards and a 5½-inch wide lintel.
D105 and D106 are original openings for the Boat Room. The exterior of the doorways was
previously described; the interior of each doorway has a plain board architrave that is 6½
inches wide. The doorways were originally built with sliding doors that were later replaced
by hinged double-doors. The existing double-doors were constructed by the NPS and are
hung on strap hinges and pintles. Each door leaf is constructed with Z-braced tongue-andgroove boards that when closed form an X on the interior (fig. 55). Each door leaf has a top
and bottom sliding bolt at the center of the doorway and both pairs of doors are secured with
steel dead bolts and padlocks. Aluminum weather stripping is attached to the jambs of both
doorways. The doors are currently painted white and the door bracing and trim is painted
gray.
D107 is an interior doorway between the Boat Room and Room 102. The doorway trim on
the Room 109 side of the doorway is constructed with 3½ inch wide plain boards that are
painted gray. Currently there is no door in this opening but plans of the Duluth-type station
indicate that the door was hung on the west jamb and opened into Room 102.
D116 as previously described, leads from the Boat Room to the Men’s Restroom. The Room
109 side of the doorway is trimmed with 3 ½ inch wide plain boards on the side and 4 ½ inch
wide lintel trim. The trim for D116 is painted gray to match the other trim in the room.

Window Openings
The interior window opening trim for W111 and W112 is constructed with 8-inch wide
boards and the nose of the window sills have a cyma reversa profile. The window opening
trim appears to be concurrent with the alteration of the original window openings in those
locations.
W113, W114, and W115 are original window openings and retain the original window trim
(fig. 56). Each window opening is surrounded on four sides with channeled boards that
match the boards used for historic doorway architraves on the first story. The trim boards
are mitered at the corners so that the channels wrap around the entire opening. Each of
these window openings has a single interior storm window sash with one light. All interior
window trim in the Boat Room (Room 109) is painted gray.

Utilities
There are three radiators along the west wall that serve the hot-water heating system. The
radiators have a decorative floral motif on the ends and the fins. All three radiators are
currently covered by on large wooden enclosure with front slats that is painted gray.
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There is another long radiator along the north wall of the Boat Room and one on the south
wall east of D107. Both of these radiators have wooden covers with front slats that are
painted gray.
A utility closet that measures 1 foot 1½ inches wide by 4 feet 8½ inch long is constructed in
the northeast corner of the room. The closet houses the electrical service circuit breaker
box.

Second Story
Room 201
General Description
Room 201 retains excellent historic integrity. The plan of the room has not been altered
since the station was constructed and the interior elements have had few changes. It is a
square room in the Tower of the station. The winding staircase is located on the north half of
the room and the second-story landing provides access to the Tower connector and the other
second-story rooms.

Floor
The existing floor is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards that run east-west. The
floor boards appeared to have been replaced in certain sections. The floor is currently
painted gray but the paint has been worn off in high traffic areas.

Walls
The walls are constructed with beaded and reeded wainscoting on the lower portion that
ascends along the staircase walls too (fig. 57). Paint samples from the south wall wainscoting
determined that it was original to the station. It is currently painted gray. The wainscoting is
capped with a rounded molding that paint analysis has determined was a later alteration.
Above the wainscoting the walls are covered with gypsum board that has a skim coat of
plaster and is painted white. The gypsum board walls are in poor condition and exhibit
cracks at the taped seams, water damage around the window openings, and mold growth.

Ceiling
The ceiling is currently covered with gypsum board and a plaster skim coat. This ceiling is an
alteration and covers the original exposed ceiling elements. The ceiling has an open light
fixture and is currently painted white.

Doorways
The doorway from the Tower to the Tower connector is an original opening and retains its
original trim. It is 2 feet 11 inches wide and currently has a wooden paneled door. The door
has nine lights in the top portion and one horizontal panel above two vertical panels in the
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lower portion. It is hung on the south jamb with two plain butt hinges and has a locking knob
handle. Paint evidence indicated that the door was recently added. The doorway surround
and door are currently painted gray.

Window Openings
There are three Tower window openings at the second story (W201, W202, and W212). All
three window openings are small rectangular openings measuring 1-foot 2-inches wide by 2feet 1-inch high. All three window openings retain the historic molded surrounds and
window sills. The aprons below W201 on the east elevation and W202 on the south elevation
were both altered to plain boards. The north elevation window opening (W212) was built
into the staircase wall and cut into the wainscoting that follows the rake of the staircase (fig.
57).

Staircase
The staircase from the second to the third story is similar to the first-story staircase. It is a
winding staircase that begins on the east wall of Room 201 and extends up the north wall;
turning onto the west wall at the third-story level. The first and second steps extend beyond
the plane of the staircase into the second-story landing. The riser below the first step is
curved to accommodate this design. Along the north edge of the second-story landing the
staircase the balustrade is constructed with square newel posts, a molded railing, and round
balusters. These elements are similar to the first story staircase and continue up to the thirdstory landing. Most of the staircase elements are currently painted gray; the balusters are
painted white and the treads and risers are a lighter shade of gray. The paint on the risers is
degraded and the original natural finish is visible below the paint layers.

Room 202
General Description
Room 202 retains good historic integrity. It forms the hallway in the Tower connector and
was originally part of the Locker Room. The lockers were removed by the USCG and
bathrooms were constructed along the north wall of the original Locker Room. Room 202 is
15 feet 6½ inches long and 4 feet 9½ inches wide at the east end and due to the jog in the wall
for Room 204 it is 3 feet 11¾ inches wide at the west end. The hallway connects to two
bathrooms along the north wall, a storage room (Room 205) at the west end, and the former
Crew’s Quarters at the end of the south wall.

Floor
The existing floor in Room 202 is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards that run eastwest. The flooring appears similar to the specified original materials but there was no
evidence of the former lockers, which would have probably left some marks on the floor
boards. The floor is currently painted gray but the paint has been worn off in high traffic
areas.
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Walls
The historic wall materials on the south and east walls were replaced with gypsum board and
the north wall is a later partition. All of those walls have plain board baseboards with a
quarter-round base molding along the floor. The west wall has an original doorway to the
storage room and original wall plaster around that doorway. A short section of the west wall
between the doorway and the south wall retains a piece of original baseboard. The
baseboard is reeded and has a beveled top edge and matches the other original baseboard in
Room 205. A quarter round base molding was installed along this baseboard and is not
original. The walls in Room 202 are currently painted gray on the lower portion and white on
the upper portion.

Ceiling
The original exposed ceiling elements in Room 202 have been covered over. The ceiling is
currently covered with gypsum board that is painted white. A modern light fixture is
installed near the center of the hallway.

Doorways
Room 202 has five doorways connecting to the other second-story rooms. All of these
doorways and doors are currently painted gray. Three of the doorways are original openings
and two are later alterations. The doorway to Room 201 (D201) retains its original surround
and as previously described the door was more recently installed.
Along the north wall partition of Room 202 two doors provide access to the second story
bathrooms. D202 opens into Room 203 and was constructed with a 4¼-inch wide plain
board casing and has a door with five vertical panels. The door is hinged on the east jamb
with two butt hinges and it has a brass locking-knob handle. D203 was also a later alteration
leading to a second bathroom (Room 204). The doorway has a 3½ inch wide plain board
casing with a rounded inside edge. D203 has a six panel door that is hung with butt hinges
and has a brass locking-knob handle.
At the west end of the hallway D204 is an original opening to Room 205. The doorway retains
the historic surround used throughout the life-saving station. The doorway has a six panel
door with butt hinges and a brass locking-knob handle. The six panel door does not match
the historic doors and was probably replaced at some time. In addition, there is an open
mortise for an earlier knob set, which indicated that the door was altered.
The doorway to the Crew’s Quarters (D205) is located at the west end of the south wall in
Room 202. The doorway retains all of its historic elements including the transom window.
The transom in this doorway is shorter than the first story transoms and has a two-light sash.
Physical evidence indicated that this is the historic sash. The doorway architrave was
constructed with the typical molded boards. The doorway has a five panel door that is
hinged with two butt hinges and has a replacement brass locking-knob handle.
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Window Openings
The Tower connector has one window opening on the south elevation (W203). The interior
trim of W203 in Room 202 retains the historic molded surround and sill. The apron below
the sill was replaced with a plain board. The original six-light casement window sash was
replaced with a single fixed plexi-glass light and an exterior wooden storm.

Utilities
A nine-foot long section of fin-tube hot-water radiator is installed at the base of the south
wall. Light fixtures and switches were installed in Room 202 presumably when it was
renovated by the State Park.

Room 203
General Description
Located in the north half of the former Locker Room, Room 203 is a rectangular room
measuring 4 feet 1½ inches wide by 9 feet 6¼ inches long. The room was partitioned off to
create a second story bathroom and appears to date from the U.S. Coast Guard period. As
part of the former Locker Room the room retains good historic integrity in that it retains an
original window opening, window sash, and historic plaster.

Floor
The floor is currently covered with vinyl tile over a plywood underlayment. The earlier
tongue-and-groove floor boards may be extant under the plywood. The existing vinyl tiles
are in poor condition; they are worn and cracked and many are missing.

Walls
The south and west walls are partition walls that were added when the room was created.
They are constructed with gypsum board and painted white above gray. The north and east
walls retain the original plaster materials, which has a rough textured finish. The plaster is
currently painted white above gray but there is evidence of the earliest paint colors for the
former Locker Room indicating the plaster is original. A quarter-round cornice molding is
installed at the top of all four walls.

Ceiling
The original exposed ceiling was covered over and the current ceiling is constructed with
gypsum board and painted white. A utility fixture is installed near the center of the ceiling.

Doorways
As previously described, Room 203 is accessed via D202, which has a five panel door. The
surround on the Room 203 side of the doorway is constructed with plain boards like the
hallway side.
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Window Openings
There is one window opening in Room 203 (W211), which was original to the station. The
window opening has a six-light awning sash that appears to be original and an interior
wooden storm sash with a single pane of glass. The window opening surround is constructed
with plain boards, which appear to be later alterations. The window opening retains the
historic molded sill and a molded apron that also appears to be historic. The window
opening elements are currently painted gray.

Utilities
Room 203 is equipped with one toilet, two sinks mounted along the north wall and a shower
stall installed at the east end of the room. A heater fan unit is mounted in the north wall of
the room and the room has a utility light fixture in the ceiling.

Room 204
General Description
Room 204 was constructed to serve as a second bathroom for the second story of the station.
It is located in the northwest corner of the former Locker Room and retains fair integrity. It
is a rectangular room that is 4 feet 11½ inches wide by 5 feet 9 inches long. Since it is wider
than Room 203, the south wall of Room 204 extends further into the hallway (Room 202).
Paint evidence suggested that this bathroom was added to the station after Room 203. It was
probably added when the second story was altered for the Brookdale Community College
facilities.

Floor
Like Room 203 the floor is currently covered with vinyl tile over plywood. It is not known
whether the earlier floor boards are extant under the present flooring.

Walls
The south and the east walls are gypsum board partitions and the north and west walls are
part of the original structure. A vinyl skirt is installed along the base of all four walls and the
walls are currently painted white and gray. A quarter-round cornice molding is installed on
all four walls.

Ceiling
The ceiling is constructed with gypsum board and is currently painted white. A modern
fixture is installed near the center of the ceiling.

Doorways
The doorway to Room 204 (D203) was previously described. The doorway trim in Room 204
is constructed with plain boards similar to the hallway side of the doorway.
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Window Openings
Room 204 has one window opening on the north elevation (W210). This is not an original
window opening and was probably added when the space was altered. The interior trim of
W210 is constructed with plain boards, a molded sill, and a plain apron board. The opening
is currently covered with plywood and the configuration of the window sash is not known.

Utilities
The bathroom has a toilet on the north wall and a shower stall in the northwest corner.
There is a heater fan mounted on the north wall and a modern ceiling light.

Room 205
General Description
Room 205 retains excellent historic integrity. It has not been extensively altered and retains
original materials that are in good condition. The room is situated in the northwest corner of
the second story under the slope of the west roof. It is a rectangular room that measures 9
feet 3 inches wide by 12 feet 2 inches long. It was originally designated the Spare Room and is
currently used as a storage room for merchandise and supplies.

Floor
The floor in Room 205 is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards that run east-west.
The extant floor boards are similar to those specified for the station and may be original
material.

Walls
The north, east and south walls of Room 205 retain the original plaster with a rough texture.
The west elevation has a knee wall constructed with beaded and reeded wainscoting that
extends up to the slope of the roof. The west wall has an access doorway to the eaves of the
west roof slope (the doorway is currently blocked by heating pipes). A baseboard that was
part of the original structure is installed along the three plaster walls. The baseboard is
molded with three reeds and a beveled top edge and has a more recently installed quarterround base molding. The baseboard in Room 205 is one of only two examples of the original
baseboard used at Spermaceti Cove (see the previous section “Room 202”). Open shelving is
installed on the north, east and south walls and is used to store merchandise and supplies.
The walls including the wainscoting are currently painted with a light blue-green paint color
up to the chair rail level and an off-white paint color above that. Paint samples from the wall
materials determined that the plaster walls were not painted until the U.S. Coast Guard
period and the wainscoting and baseboard were originally painted olive green to match the
other woodwork in the station (Appendix E, Paint Analysis).
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Ceiling
The current ceiling is open to the framing and roof sheathing boards, which was the original
configuration. The ceiling elements also retain some of the original trim including a cyma
reversa raked molding and cornice molding and narrower cyma reversa molding where the
rafter ends join the plaster walls. The ceiling elements are presently painted white and were
originally paint olive green to match the other woodwork.

Doorways
The doorway from the hallway to Room 205 (D204) retains the historic molded architrave
with channeled boards and bulls-eye corner blocks (fig. 58). The doorway trim was originally
painted olive green and has only four applications of paint. Since it had so few finishes, the
doorway trim in Room 205 provided the most accurate example of the historic trim. As
previously discussed, the door to Room 205 appears to be a later alteration.

Window Openings
There is one window opening in the north wall of Room 205 (W209). The window opening
for this room was original to the station and retains its original molded surround, sill and
apron (fig. 59). Like the doorway elements, the window opening elements were only painted
a total of four times and are therefore a good example of the window elements used for the
window openings awning sashes and casement sashes on the second story (W201, W202,
W203, W209, W211 and W212).

Utilities
Fin tube hot water radiators are installed along the base of the west and north walls. A utility
light fixture hangs from the ceiling near the center of the room.

Room 206
General Description
The former Crew’s Quarters occupies most of the second-story of the Main Block. Room 206
has excellent historic integrity; it has had few alterations and retains original building
elements. The room is essentially square measuring 26 feet 1 inch wide (east-west) and 23
feet 7 ½ inches long (north-south). The room was constructed under the slopes of the
clipped-gable roof and is open to the roof framing and sheathing. The room has
asymmetrically placed dormers on the east and west elevations. The chimney that rises up
through the center of the Main Block is located near the north end of the room.

Floor
The floor in Room 206 is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards that run north-south.
This floor is installed over the tongue-and-groove subfloor that runs east-west. The subfloor
was originally exposed at the first story ceiling and can still be observed in Room 104a. The
floor boards in Room 206 are finished with gray paint that has worn off in high traffic areas.
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The extant floor boards are similar to those specified for the station and may be original
material. As with the rest of the station, the floor boards were originally unfinished and
oiled.

Walls
The east and west walls of Room 206 are knee walls extending from the floor to the slope of
the roof. They are constructed with the historic wainscoting that continues under the
dormer window openings where it is capped by the window sills. Access doorways to the
eaves are cut into the wainscoting on both the east and west walls but are currently blocked
by heating pipes. The south wall is an exterior gable-end wall has wainscoting on the lower
portion and rough textured plaster on the upper portions. The wainscoting has cyma reversa
molded cap and a similar molding is installed along the rake of the roof line. All of the
materials on the south wall were original to the building and the wainscoting cap is the only
extant example in the station.
The north wall of Room 206 is a partition wall constructed with wainscoting on the lower
portion and plaster on the upper portion. The north wall retains similar historic elements to
the south wall but the wainscot cap was replaced.
All of the walls in Room 206 have a more recently installed quarter-round base trim. The
wainscoting is currently painted gray and the plaster walls are painted white.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 206 is open to the rafters and the sheathing of the gable roof. These are
original elements and were open in the original design and construction. At the south end of
the room the framing of the clipped gable is also visible (fig. 60). A cyma reversa molding is
installed at the juncture of the clipped gable and the south wall and narrower trim is installed
around the rafters where they meet the south wall. The rafters are doubled on both sides of
the east dormer and the corresponding rafters on the west roof slope are also double. The
same construction methods are used for the rafters on both sides of the west dormer and the
corresponding east roof rafters (Appendix C, “Second Floor Plan Sketch 1”). Collar ties are
installed at the double rafters.

Doorways
The doorway from the hallway to Room 206 (D205) was previously described (fig. 61). In
Room 206 the trim for D205 retains the historic molded surround and corner blocks, as well
as the beaded rail below the transom window opening. The transom sash is hinged at the top
of the doorway with two butt hinges with ball finials and opens into Room 206. The doorway
has an original door with replacement hardware.
The exterior doorway in Room 206 (D206) was added as a second egress for the second story
of the station. It is constructed with a plain board surround on the interior and has a six
panel wooden door. The door is hinged on the east side of the doorway with butt hinges and
has a lock-knob handle. A wooden screen door is installed on the inside of D206. It is hinged
on the east side of the doorway and opens into the room.
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Window Openings
The east and west elevation dormer windows are constructed in a similar manner. The
dormers consist of two window openings separated by a center mullion. The interior
surround includes plain board side trim, a plain board mullion, and a cyma molded sill that
extends below both window openings. The lintel trim has a molded cornice where it meets
the dormer roof. The side walls and the ceiling of the dormers are constructed with tongueand-groove boards. In the east dormer W204 and W205 both have double-hung, one-overone sashes that are in poor condition and exterior aluminum storm windows that are missing
parts. The west dormer window openings (W207 and W208) have double-hung, four-overfour sashes that paint samples indicate are original to the station (fig. 62). The window
openings also have aluminum storms that are missing sashes.
The south elevation of Room 206 was originally constructed with two window openings. One
was removed when D206 was installed and the other (W206) was left intact. The interior trim
of W206 retains the historic molded surround and sill. The window opening extends below
the top of the wainscoting and thus the trim is cut into the wainscoting. The two-over-two,
double hung sashes in W206 appear to be later alterations and the window opening is fitted
with an exterior storm that is missing its sashes.
All of the window opening elements in Room 206 are painted gray except for the side walls
and ceilings of the dormers, which are painted white.

Chimney
The chimney stack of the Main Block is situated toward the north end of Room 206. It is 3
feet 2½ inches square and the lower portion is covered with beaded and reeded wainscoting.
The wainscoting has a 2-inch wide cap on all side of the chimney and a plain base board with
a quarter-round base trim. The upper portion of the chimney is parged and most likely
retains the original mortar specified when the station was constructed.

Utilities
Fin tube radiators are installed along sections of all of the walls. Fluorescent light fixtures are
hung from the roof framing and electrical conduit is run along the roof framing and on the
interior walls.
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Third Story
Room 301
General Description
The third floor of the Tower staircase has had few alterations and retains good integrity. It is
a square room with access to the Tower watch room. The staircase from the second story is
located on the north side of the room and a ladder and hatchway in the center of the room
lead to the fourth story.

Floor
The floor is constructed with tongue-and-groove boards oriented east-west and is currently
painted gray. There are two different widths of floor boards; on the north side of the room
the floor boards are 2½ inches wide and on the south side they are 3 inches wide. Since the
specifications called for floor boards no greater than 3 inches wide, it is not known whether
either are original boards. However, the narrower boards are similar to the extant floors in
the second-story staircase hallway (Room 201).

Walls
The walls in Room 301 are finished in a similar manner as the lower stories of the Tower
staircase. The lower portion is covered with wainscoting and in this case the upper portion
retains some original rough texture plaster. Two structural members were added along the
perimeter all four walls at the third story level. These beams were added when the
catwalk/balcony was installed. The first one is 3 feet 5½ inches above the floor level and the
second on is 5 feet 11½ inches above the floor level. During the installation of both beams
historic building materials were removed (fig. 63). The existing plaster in Room 301 is
cracked and generally in poor condition. The wainscoting is in good condition. All wall
materials in Room 301 are currently painted white.

Ceiling
The ceiling in Room 301 is currently covered with plywood. This covers the original ceiling
materials that consisted of the exposed floor joists and subfloor of the fourth story.
Centered in the third story ceiling is a hatchway to the fourth-story Watch Room. The
hatchway is 2 feet wide by 3 feet 4 inch long and is framed in to the fourth-story floor joists.
The hatchway is trimmed with plain boards at the third-story ceiling. A plywood trap door is
hinged on the west side of the opening and opens up into the fourth-story room.

Doorways
The doorway on the west wall of Room 301 (D301) is 3 feet wide by 4 feet 8 inches high and
provides access to the storage room (Room 302) under the Tower connector roof. The
doorway is constructed with the historic surround typical of the station, which paint analysis
indicated is the original doorway trim. Presently the doorway has a door with two vertical
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panels that is hung on the south jamb with two butt hinges and has a metal door knob with a
keyed back plate. The plans for the Duluth-type station noted that there should be no door
in this doorway. Paint analysis confirmed that the existing door was not original and was
probably installed during the U.S. Coast Guard period.

Window Openings
There are four window openings in Room 301; one on the east elevation (W301); one on the
south elevation (W302); and two on the north elevation (W303 & W304). All four window
openings have single light fixed sashes. However it is evident that the current sashes have
had the muntins removed during rehabilitation and were originally six-light sashes that were
similar to the original six-light casement sashes. All of the window openings are trimmed
with the same molded surround used on the second-story window openings (W201, etc.) but
during the installation of the beams for the catwalk the bottoms of the sills were cut off and
the lintel trim was removed (fig. 63). The window openings and sashes on the third story are
currently in poor condition.

Staircase
As previously described, the staircase from the second story to Room 301 retains original
materials. At the third story level a railing with balusters extends from the top newel post to
the east wall.
The ladder from the third story to the fourth story watch room is constructed with 1½-inch
by 8-inch stringers and 1-inch by 6-inch treads. Documentation indicated that the treads
were replaced but paint analysis determined that the stringers are original to the station. The
treads are currently covered with vinyl protectors and 2-inch by 3-inch railing is installed on
the north side of the ladder.

Room 302
General Description
Room 302 is a rectangular room under the gable roof of the Tower connector. The room
retains excellent historic integrity with the only significant alterations to the room being the
addition of plumbing pipes and electrical wiring. It was originally labeled as the “Stowawy”
(Stowaway) on the plans and is currently used for storage.

Floor
The floors in this room are constructed with 3-inch wide tongue-and-groove boards running
north-south. Since this room has always been a storage room, these are probably the original
floor boards.

Walls
The walls are covered with lath and rough textured plaster that are original to the station.
The east and west walls are plastered up to the roof gables. The north and south elevation
walls are low walls closing off the eaves of the roof and are plastered from the floor to the
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roof slope and in between the rafters. A plain baseboard is installed on all walls. The walls
are currently painted orange-tan and the baseboard is off-white.

Ceiling
The ceiling is open to the roof framing and sheathing and retains its historic fabric and
appearance. These elements are currently painted off-white.

Doorways
The doorway between Room 302 and Room 301 was previously described. It is trimmed with
a plain board surround on the Room 302 side of the opening.

Fourth Story
Room 401
General Description
The Tower Watch Room (Room 401) has excellent historic integrity; it retains original
woodwork elements and alterations to some of the window elements and the ceiling do not
significantly diminish the historic appearance of the Watch Room. It is a square room at the
top of the Tower with a cantilevered section of windows on all four elevations. The room is
accessed from the third story via a hatchway and trap door in the center of the floor.

Floor
The floor in Room 401 is constructed with 3¼ inch wide tongue-and-groove boards that run
east-west. The floor boards are currently painted gray, which has worn off in high traffic
areas.
The hatchway in the center of the floor is covered by a framed trap door with a plywood top.
The hatchway has a railing on the north, west and south sides that is constructed with 4-inch
by 4-inch posts and 2-inch by 3-inch top rails, bottom rails and crossed (X) center rails. The
hatchway elements and the trap door are currently painted white.

Walls
All of the walls in the watch room are constructed with wooden elements (fig. 64). The lower
portions of the walls, below the cantilevered window sections, are covered with plywood and
have a plain baseboard with a quarter-round base molding. The walls within the cantilevered
window band, above the window seats, are constructed with tongue-and-groove beaded and
reeded boards, which are similar to the wainscoting throughout the station. Most of these
boards are original except a section on the south elevation where the doorway to the former
balcony was in-filled when the balcony was removed. The framing at the four corners of the
room is covered with plain boards with quarter-round molding at the edges. These boards
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are also original to the room. On the east elevation a wide shelf is installed just below the
window opening level and a narrower shelf is installed between W401 and W402.
Above the window seat sections on all elevations the headers of the cantilevered spaces are
covered with plain boards with a quarter-round molded inside edge. Cornice molding is
installed below the ceiling level and a more recent cornice molding is installed at the current
ceiling level. All of the wall elements are currently painted white.

Ceiling
The present ceiling is a shallow coffered ceiling with wooden frame work and panels. Each
panel or coffer is 2 feet 6½ inches wide by 2 feet 9½ inch long. Similar coffered ceilings are
extant in Room 102 and Room 106 and were probably installed by the U.S. Coast Guard. The
ceiling elements are currently painted white.

Window Openings
As previously described, the window openings in the watch room are within a cantilevered
section of the wall. There are two window openings on each elevation that were described in
the window schedule. On the interior the sides and tops of the window openings have
quarter-round moldings that are installed between the window jambs and the wall boards
and are flush with the walls (fig. 64). The window openings have molded sills that are similar
to the historic elements through out the station.

Chimney
A brick chimney is situated on the wet side of the watch Tower room. It is a 1-foot 4 ½ inch
square chimney with a thimble for a heating stove. The chimney was installed in 1926 and is
currently finished with a light blue paint that is degraded.
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Figure 49. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room
101 looking east, W101.

Figure 50. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room
101, D101.
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Figure 51. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room
102 looking south, D110.

Figure 52. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station,
Room 104 looking south.
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Figure 53. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Room 104a ceiling.

Figure 54. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Room 105 looking south
into former Pantry and W108.
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Figure 55. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Boat Room/Room 109
looking southeast.

Figure 56. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Boat Room/Room 109
looking northeast.
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Figure 57. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room 201
W212 depicting window
opening elements typical of
Tower windows.

Figure 58. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Room 205 D204 depicting
doorway trim typical of interior doorway elements.
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Figure 59. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room 205
W209 depicting window
opening molded surround.

Figure 60. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Room 206 interior view of
clipped-gable roof framing looking south.
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Figure 61. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room 206
D205.

Figure 62. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room
206 interior view of west
dormer (W207 & W208).
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Figure 63. Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station, Room 301
W304 depicting window
opening elements and
alterations typical of third-story
windows.

Figure 64. Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station, Watch Room/Room 401 looking
southwest depicting cantilevered window section and typical woodwork for the
fourth story.
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Introduction
A historic structure may be significant for its architectural features and/or its association with
historic events and persons. The 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station is recognized by
the National Register under both of those criteria (see the previous section “Introduction”).
The character-defining features (CDFs) of a structure are those visual features and elements
that define the structure and contribute to its historic integrity. To retain the historic
integrity of the structure it is important to retain and preserve those CDFs.
The proposed treatment the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station is rehabilitation and
interpretation.67 The rehabilitation of a structure includes the retention of CDFs. The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation address this in the definition of
“rehabilitation”, which is “the process of returning a property to a state of utility, through
repair or alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving
those portions and features of the property that are significant to its historic, architectural,
and cultural values.”68 The Secretary of the Interior further addresses rehabilitation in the
following standards:
1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and
spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as
adding conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not
be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right will be retained and preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.
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General Management Plan Amendment. (Department of the Interior, NPS, Jan. 1990).
Kay D. Weeks and Anne E. Grimmer, The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties, with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing
Historic Buildings. (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1995) p.
61.
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6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible,
materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by
documentary and physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials
will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize
the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.69
The following sections will identify the character-defining features and make general
recommendations for the rehabilitation of the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station.

Exterior Elements
Design and Context
•

The importance of the Spermaceti Cove site as the location of the earliest federally
sponsored efforts to save the lives and property of coastal shipwrecks as recognized by
the Fort Hancock National Historic Landmark designation.

•

The importance of the location of the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving station in relation
to other life-saving stations established along the New Jersey coastline, as well as with
regard to the development of the U.S. Life-Saving Service on both the national level
and the local level.

•

The design of the Duluth-type life-saving station by George R. Tolman and the
execution of that design at Spermaceti Cove, which is recognized under criteria C of
the National Register of Historic Places. The construction of other Duluth-type
stations sometimes varied from Tolman’s plans but the Spermaceti Cove station
closely follows those plans.

69

NPS website URL – http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/stanguide/rehab/rehab_standards.htm
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•

The overall massing of the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station including the
one-and-a-half story Main Block, the one-story Boat Room, and the four-story Tower
with a cantilevered window opening section in the watch room.

Porches
•

The east elevation Front Porch, which was an integral part of the original structure
and is prominent in many historic photographs. In addition the porch roof extends
the roof line of the Main Block and is part of the overall massing of the station. The
porch was enclosed in the 1960s but was recently restored by the Park.

•

The west elevation Back Porch, which was constructed as an open porch but is
presently enclosed. The Back Porch was part of the original structure and
compliments the larger Front Porch. Like the Front Porch, the roof of the Back Porch
extends the roof line of the Main Block and is integral to the overall design and
massing of the structure.

Doorways
•

The overall design and proportions of the exterior doorways and doorway elements,
which were constructed in accordance with the Duluth-type life-saving station plans.

•

The locations of the exterior doorways in relation to the functions of the station. As
previously described, D101 was the formal entry into the Tower and Main Block of
the station; D102 opened into the Storm-Clothes Room and would have been used by
the station crew; D103 was the Back Entry and had access to the Kitchen and Keeper’s
Room; D104 is the location of the former doorway for the beach cart section of the
Boat Room; and D105 and D106 were used to access the surf boats and life-saving
apparatus stored in the Boat Room.

•

The basement bulkhead entrance was constructed in conjunction with the addition of
the full basement in 1909. The extant wooden bulkhead with batten doors appears to
be in keeping with the original elements. The bulkhead entrance is characteristic of
the building from 1909 to the present.

Window Openings
•

The overall design, proportions, and locations of the exterior window openings. This
includes the mix of window opening sizes and styles that are extant at the Spermaceti
Cove Life-Saving Station.

•

The exterior window opening surrounds that reflect the architectural style of the
station.
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•

The diverse types of window sashes used in the different window opening sizes and
styles.

Roof and Related Elements
•

The overall massing and design of the station roofs that reflect that Duluth-type
station design and the architectural style. Including the north-south oriented clippedgable roof of the Main Block; the east-west orientation of the Tower connector roof
and how it is joined to the clipped-gable roof; the north-south oriented shallow-gable
roof of the Boat Room; and the hip roof of the Tower with center final and flared
eaves.

•

The brick chimney in the center of the Main Block was original to the station and
originally had stoves connected to it that were the only means of heat for the station
until the heating system was installed.

•

The small chimney on the west side of the Tower Watch Room, which was installed in
1926 to provide the only heat source for the Watch Room.

Materials
•

The wooden shingles on the exterior walls and roofs. These elements were part of the
original design and should be retained. The exterior wall shingles were originally
unfinished but were painted beginning circa 1930. The recent replacement of the
exterior wall singles specified that they are not to be painted in keeping with the
original appearance. The wall shingles should continue to be unfinished.

•

The exterior trim including extant examples of original doorway and window opening
surrounds, cornice elements, raked moldings, and brackets below the cantilevered
section of the Tower.

Interior Elements
Plan
•

Layout of interior rooms conveys the function of the spaces for utilitarian and living
uses as well as the purpose of the different sections of the station (Main Block, Boat
Room, and Tower).

•

The open plan of the Boat Room.

•

The Tower staircase hallway and fourth-story watch room.
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•

The open plan concrete basement constructed in 1909 and the associated staircase
from the first story and the exterior bulkhead entrance.

Floors
•

Wood floors constructed with tongue-and-groove boards throughout the life-saving
station.

•

Random width tongue-and-groove board subfloor on the second story of the Main
Block and all upper stories of the Tower as ceiling material (see the subsequent
section “Ceilings”).

Walls
•

The rough textured plaster walls that were part of the original station and were
constructed as originally specified.

•

Woodwork on interior walls including wainscot, original baseboard, cornice molding,
raked molding, and other trim.

•

The clapboard wall in the south elevation of the Boat Room that was original to the
station.

•

The woodwork used in the construction of the Tower watch room including the
wainscot, the cased corner framing, the window seat, the soffit, and the cornice
molding.

Ceilings
•

The high open ceilings on the first story and second story of the Main Block and the
open ceilings on all four stories of the Tower. The ceilings were originally open to the
exposed floor framing and subfloor boards of the upper levels. In some upper story
rooms the ceilings were likewise open to the roof framing and sheathing.

•

Elements associated with the open ceiling including framing, boards, and trim at the
edges of the framing elements and at the cornice.
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Doorways
•

The location of the interior doorways reflects the original plan of the station and
connected the interior spaces of the three sections of the station.

•

The interior doorway configurations especially doorways with transom window
openings that were specified in the Duluth-type station plans.

•

The doorway architraves that were constructed with molded boards and bull’s-eye
corner blocks were constructed according to the Duluth-type plans and are an
example of original building material.

•

The interior five-panel doors are an example of the original elements specified for the
Duluth-type life-saving station.

Window Openings
•

The location and configuration of the window openings in the station rooms.

•

The different sizes and types of window openings and window sashes in relation to
the function of the interior spaces.

•

The interior trim of the window openings including molded boards, corner blocks,
molded sills and molded sill aprons that were included in the drawings of the Duluthtype station.

Staircases and Related Elements
•

The winding Tower staircase and associated elements, including newel posts, railings,
balusters, stringers, and molded finials all of which were constructed according to the
Duluth-type plans and specifications.

•

The ladder and trap doorway from the third story of the Tower to the fourth-story
watch room.

Utilities
•

The radiators installed throughout the first story with decorative floral motif on the
ends and the fins. Most appear to date from the installation of the hot water heating
system in 1929 and are in the original locations; some were removed or relocated.

•

Evidence of historic wiring and early electrical service to the building.

140

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction
The following general recommendations are meant to guide the preservation and
rehabilitation of the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station. The 1990 GMP Amendment for
Gateway NRA discussed relocating the Sandy Hook Visitor Center from the Spermaceti Cove
Life-Saving Station to Fort Hancock. That plan allows for the retention of the Spermaceti
Cove Life-Saving Station as an orientation center and museum concentrating on the U.S.
Life-Saving Service.70 The treatment plan for the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station is
rehabilitation according to The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, which
mandates the overall preservation of the station and will include the restoration of some
historic elements. Future exhibit plans and interpretation plans will impact the use and
rehabilitation of the building. The rehabilitation of the life-saving station will permit the
continued use of the station as a museum and the retention of modern facilities while
allowing for a more in depth interpretation of the building as a U.S. Life-Saving Station.
The rehabilitation of the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station should conform to local fire
codes for public buildings. This may include the installation of fire suppression systems,
which should be installed in a manner that does not damage historic building materials.

Exterior Elements
•

The exterior elements identified as character-defining features in the previous section
should be retained and preserved. In most cases the elements identified as CDFs were
original to the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station. They all help define the
structure and contribute to its historic integrity. Though the building envelope is
sound and in good condition, it was noted that the paint finishes on the exterior
elements are deteriorated. In order to better preserve those elements they should be
properly prepared and painted. In general all exterior materials should be routinely
maintained to avoid deterioration. The preservation of historic materials may require
repair or replacement, which should be performed with in kind materials.

•

The 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station is significant as an example of the
Duluth-type life-saving station designed by George R. Tolman. That significance is
recognized by the National Register of Historic Places and as a National Landmark.
The rehabilitation of the station should not alter the original design, massing or
orientation and should retain extant historic elements and strive to preserve the
CDFs. When feasible the rehabilitation should include the restoration of certain
features that are documented in historic photographs, plans, and this report.

70

General Management Plan Amendment. (Department of the Interior, NPS, Jan. 1990) p. 19.
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•

The Front and Back Porches are CDFs. The Front Porch was recently restored but
the Back Porch remains enclosed. The Back Porch retains original elements and
should be restored to an open porch based on the extant original elements and
historic documentation. It was noted that the edges of the Back Porch floor boards
are deteriorated. The boards should be repaired or replaced as necessary.

•

To a large extent the existing window openings at the Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving
Station retain historic elements and should be maintained and preserved. Some of the
window opening elements are deteriorated and should be repaired in kind. In some
cases the window sashes have been replaced with sashes that don’t match the original
elements. The rehabilitation of the window openings should include the replacement
of non-historic sashes with sashes that replicate the appearance of the original sashes,
including restoration glass. Certain window openings were altered after the US. LifeSaving Service period, which is the proposed period of interpretation. If feasible,
using historic documentation the original window openings that are not extant should
be restored. These include the first-story south elevation window opening for the
Storm-Clothes Room (currently W104 & W105); the north elevation half-round
window opening with fanlight sash in the Boat Room (W213); and the west elevation
Boat Room window openings (W111 & W112). Previous research indicated that the
existing sashes in W111 and W112 may have been moved from W102 and W103.
When W111 and W112 are replaced the current sashes should be moved to W102 and
W103 to replace those reproduction sashes with historic sashes.

•

The existing exterior storm windows are in varying stages of disrepair. If feasible,
consideration should be given to removing the storm windows and replacing them
with demountable storm windows that are removed seasonally. This would allow for
greater visitor appreciation of the station in its historic condition.

•

It is recommended that the Park consider the removal of the south elevation exterior
staircase from second floor, when feasible. The stair creates conditions of
deterioration for the historic window openings below it, has altered a highly visible
character defining elevation, and its existence creates path systems at the site that are
at odds with the historic circulation. The Park should determine whether the staircase
is necessary from a code perspective and decide the course of action based on that
information.

Interior Elements
•

The interior elements identified as character-defining features in the previous section
should be retained and preserved. The historic elements help define the structure and
contribute to its historic integrity. Work that would affect these elements should be
carefully thought out and should be planned to have minimal impact on the historic
materials.
All interior elements should be routinely maintained to avoid
deterioration.
The preservation of historic elements may require repair or
replacement, which should be performed with in kind materials.
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•

It is recommended that the Park review the existing environmental controls and
consider the feasibility of rehabilitating those systems. The current collection of ad
hoc heaters, fans, and window-mounted air conditioning units do not sufficiently
address the needs of the building and detract from the historic appearance of the lifesaving station.
In addition the air conditioning units create conditions of
deterioration at the window openings. Since air conditioning will likely be an
important aspect of visitor comfort, the Park should consider a forced air delivery
system but will need to address concealing forced air ducts, equipment placement
options, and other questions of sustainability and energy efficiency.
It is
recommended that these issues be included in the future planning for the Spermaceti
Cove Life-Saving Station.

Plan
•

Original rooms of the interior plan in all sections and on all stories of the 1894
Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station should be retained and preserved. In addition
the open basement and basement staircase constructed in 1909 should be preserved.
The partition wall that separated the Storm Clothes Room from the Mess Room was
previously removed; that partition should be restored to enhance the interpretation of
the U.S. Life-Saving service at Spermaceti Cove. Future rehabilitation of the interior
spaces should not include the construction of any walls that would partition these
rooms or affect the original plan of the interior. The installation of interpretive
materials in the station should be done in a manner that preserves the original plan
and does not divide original spaces.

Floors
•

The wood floors through out the station should be retained and preserved.
Documentation indicated that the wood floors were originally exposed and oiled.
The first-story floors are currently carpeted. The carpeting may be necessary for
safety reasons and in high-traffic areas. However where feasible, the existing carpet
should be removed to reveal the wood floors and the floors rehabilitated. In rooms
where varied use conditions exist, installation of carpet runners in foot traffic routes
should be considered, leaving the balance of the wood floor in its original condition.

Walls
•

Extant examples of the original interior walls, including the rough textured plaster,
wainscot, and the woodwork in the watch room should be retained and preserved.
Any repairs or replacement of the historic wall materials should be done in kind.
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•

A large portion of the wall surfaces in the building are currently covered with gypsum
board. These walls have a smooth finish that is not in keeping with the textured
plaster finish of the original plaster walls. In addition historic wainscot has been
removed in several rooms. If the exhibit plan allows and it is feasible, historic
woodwork and textured plaster wall materials that were removed should be restored
based on extant examples. The original plaster walls were constructed with wood lath
and plaster and should be replaced in kind if feasible. However the replication of the
plaster walls could be achieved with gypsum board and a skim coat veneer of textured
plaster that resembles the historic finish. The restoration of the wall materials should
meet fire code requirements.

•

The interior clapboards on the south wall of the Boat Room are original to the station
and should be retained and preserved. Especially the extant examples of these boards
in their original unfinished state that are intact above the present Boat Room ceiling.
Any repairs to these walls should be done with in kind materials.

•

In general the existing wall materials on the first story of the station appear to be in
good condition. However, some of the wall materials on the second-story of the Main
Block and the upper stories of the Tower are in poor condition. In many cases the
gypsum board walls and plaster skim coats are cracking and exhibit signs of mold and
mildew. At the third-story of the Tower some of the extant original plaster walls are
deteriorated and need to be repaired. In general the extant woodwork appears to be
sound. The paint finishes are generally degraded on the plaster and woodwork and
many surfaces should be properly prepared and painted. Repair or replacement of
historic materials should be done with in kind materials.

Ceilings
•

Extant examples of the original open ceilings composed of exposed framing and
subfloor or roof sheathing should be retained and preserved. Many of the open
ceilings on the first-story of the Main Block and all stories of the Tower have been
covered. Since the ceilings are currently covered, the condition of the original ceilings
is not known. However the original elements were part of the structure of the station
and should be extant. If feasible, these ceilings should be opened up and restored to
their original configuration.

Doorways
•

The extant historic interior doorways and doorway elements should be retained and
preserved. Currently several of the original transom window openings are partially
covered or completely concealed. If feasible the transom window openings and
sashes should be restored. Also doorway elements that have been altered with nonhistoric elements should be restored with materials that replicate the original
elements based on extant examples and historic documents. Any repairs to the
historic element of the doorways should be performed with in kind materials.
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Window Openings
•

As identified in the previous section, the various sizes and types of window openings
and the associated elements, including sashes, muntin profiles and casing profiles are
considered CDFs of the 1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station. As with the
exterior trim, the extant historic interior trim elements should be retained and
preserved. The restoration of the historic sashes should include the replication of
original muntin profiles based on extant examples and historic documents. If feasible,
historic window opening materials that are not extant should be restored based on
extant examples and historic documents. Repair or replacement of historic materials
should be done with in kind materials.

•

It is recommended that the Park review the existing window treatments/light control
(blinds) as part of the future exhibit plan. Light control is needed both for comfort
and to protect museum objects on display. However, future plans should consider
period compatible treatments that could enhance the quality of interior spaces.

Staircases and Related Elements
•

The Tower staircase retains its original configuration and elements that should be
preserved. With exception of the wainscot along the staircase walls, the staircase
elements were historically unfinished and treated with oil.
If feasible, the
rehabilitation of the station should include the restoration of the natural finishes of
the staircase elements.

Accessibility
Compliance with ADA accessibility requirements should be part of the rehabilitation of the
1894 Spermaceti Cove Life-Saving Station. The following recommendations should guide the
placement of ADA accessible facilities.
•

The first story of the station was equipped with an ADA compliant entrance in 2004
and should remain accessible. Also landscape features including the existing
boardwalks and concrete walkways should be maintained to provide a stable surface
from the parking lot to the station.

•

Compliance with ADA accessibility requires the installation of a handicapped
accessible restroom. It would be most desirable for the Park to construct a separate
restroom facility in an area that is easily accessible from the visitor parking area and
the life-saving station. This alternative would reduce the impact on the life-saving
station. Future Park planning should consider the construction of such an accessible
restroom facility.

145

•

If it is determined that accessible restrooms should be installed in the life-saving
station, the construction of the restrooms should be accomplished with the least
amount of alterations to historic elements as possible. The existing Women’s
Restroom could be reconfigured into a unisex accessible restroom. It appears to be
large enough to accommodate accessible utilities with minimal alterations. The
existing toilets and sinks will need to be replaced with accessible utilities that are
placed in the proper locations to allow access. It maybe necessary to widen the
doorway but based on the measurements the existing doorway may meet the ADA
requirements. If the construction of ADA compliant bathrooms requires alterations
to the doorways, the doorways and doorway elements should be constructed to
replicate the appearance of the historic elements.

•

Additional interpretive panels that describe the second story of the Main Block and
the upper levels of the Tower should be installed at the first story.
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APPENDIX A
Duluth-type Life-Saving Station
George R. Tolman, 189371

71

Plans for the Duluth-type life-saving station were copied from mylar prints in the HAP collection,
Lowell, MA. This particular set of plans was used for the Old Harbor Life-Saving Station but they are
considered to be the general plans for the station type, which were altered to specific site
requirements. The hand written elevation orientations were for the Old Harbor station not
Spermaceti Cove.
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